CARBON WATCHERS
Rising fuel prices continue to hit us all and every day we hear of the consequences of doing nothing about global warming. Apart from adding to our environmental problems by trying to erect wind farms in our countryside and planning nuclear power stations, the government seems intent on building more airport runways and widening motorways.
Our energy survey showed that, in Malhamdale, the “carbon footprint” of each individual is 12.54 tonnes CO2 annually, considerably higher than the average for Yorskhire and Humber. As a community we can do something about this.
Our Carbon Watchers Club is a strategic approach which can help the whole community to convert from fossil fuels to a sustainable low carbon economy. We aim to cut household fuel bills and CO2 emissions by reducing waste and using renewable energy resources. 
Carbon Watchers has been selected out of 350 entries to go forward to the final stage of THE BIG GREEN CHALLENGE. This is a national competition to find the best community scheme for reducing CO2 emissions, with prize money worth £1,000,000 
Our target, by the end of the first year, is to have engaged at least 30% of the community in actively monitoring day-to-day energy usage. OWL smart electricity meters have agreed to partner us in this and their meters will be available at a discount to our members.

We also want to identify properties suitable for solar panels, conversion to biomass heating, etc, and we will be looking for potential larger scale community projects. 
Our ultimate goal is self sufficiency in fuel within our community and zero net emissions of CO2. 

For more details please visit www.malhamdale.com and click on Carbon Watchers or  contact Sandy Tod on 01729 830690 or Email jamestod@btinternet.com
