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Malhamdale Environmental Group
MINUTES of Meeting held Thursday 23 April 2026 at Friends Meeting House, Airton
[bookmark: _Hlk172210580]Present: Jane Bagley (JB), Elizabeth Cummings (EC), Peter Cummings (Deputy Chair; PC), David Howlett (DH), Jonathan Heath (JH), James Powell (JP), Paul McWhinney (PMc), Sue McWhinney (SMc), Judy Rogers (JR), Jane Smart (Chair; JS).
Apologies: Wendy Carr, Laura Parker, Mick Parker, Margaret Ross, Leigh Weston
Minutes of meeting on held 26 March 2026:  These were approved. 
	
	Matters arising 

	Matters arising
	· Water monitoring: MEG is seeking to advance with Riverfly and chemical water monitoring. We called for volunteers following Aire Rivers Trust article in April Parish Magazine. Two volunteers have come forward. 
· PC has been in touch with Rivers-to Reef (YWT, Yorkshire Water and Aire Rivers Trust) coordinator Sam Riley-Gunn: they offer training and support for chemical and invertebrate sampling. 
· PC will contact him again to confirm MEG’s role (to find volunteers) and clarify support that can be provided from the Project. In addition, PC will clarify who in the project has responsibility for supporting the chemical sampling.  
· JH has obtained kits for chemical water sampling to be done 2x per year. Information is fed into national map. 
· JH will sample up and downstream and Airton Sewage Works. PMc will sample up and downstream of Hanlith Bridge. Need to find volunteer to sample up and downstream of Malham village. 
· Riverfly water sampling is to be carried out 6 x year between April to September and requires two people. 
· JB asked if we could consider a clean-up of the river. We will return to that in a future meeting. 
· JS has asked Ken Timms, North Craven Woodland Research Group, for a list of ancient woodland indicator species to look for in Malhamdale. Ken Timms and his colleagues agreed to compile such a list. 

	
	Summary of discussion with Action Points

	NY Climate Coalition   event in Friargate Quaker Meeting House, York on 11th July 2026
	· DH reported on event organised by N Yorkshire Climate Coalition.
· Focus will be on action that can be taken by community groups.
· Will feature Nigel Topping, Chair, UK Climate Committee; David Skaithe, Mayor; Rachel Maskell, MP for York; youth representatives.
· 100-150 people expected
· MEG members urged to attend.
· PC has contacted the Aire Rivers Trust and suggested that they might like to showcase Rivers to Reef at the conference.


	Tree Nursery – planning for summer 2026 season 

	· Watering: all urged to help with watering: agreed that a rota was a bit heavy – best to encourage people to water (especially in dry periods) and post on MEG WhatsApp afterwards. 
· WC with assistance from PMc (on guttering) are in touch with YDMT re installing a water butt for little shed.
· Attendance at planned event on 29 April on willows at the Nursery (and Malham Tarn) is likely to be low. Action: It was agreed to ask YDMT to give more notice to MEG in future regarding events and to advertise on MEG WhatsApp group, rather than rely on folks reading YDMT newsletter. 
· YDMT have organised a further series of events linked to willows. Details on MEG WhatsApp group. 
· MEG members asked to collect spare flowerpots and orange and milk Tetrapac containers for potting seedlings
· Agreed to organise event to help clear tree guards from trees planted along public footpath between Malham and Scalegill Mill. 
· Residents at the Mill appear to be positive about the proposal. 
· Discussion about the challenges of the task were concluded by requesting PC to contact YDMT and enquire if they could organise one, perhaps, using their Green Guardians volunteers.

	Tree planting and maintenance 
	· YDMT have drafted Management Plan for Malham Cove, Gordale Scar, Plantation and Atkinson’s Copse. 
· Thanks to YDMT for their work on this.
· Malham Cove: mending of walls, some “political” planting and possibly protection of naturally colonising trees (subject to Natural England permission). Gordale: approach will be natural colonisation. 
· Action: DH will circulate to MEG for information.  
· Will also organise a survey of the ground flora in due course.
· Sheep have grazed some of the newly planted trees in the Cricket Field

	Eyes on the Bog
	· PMc, JH, JP, PC reported on their survey of plots for this project.  
· PMc reported that some marker canes have been removed from the Scosthrop sites. 
· PC is surveying on Fountains Fell for NT. Another MEG member is surveying in Wharfedale for NT.

	Malhamdale Curlew Project 
	· 25 April: Malham Chapel event with visit from Cathy Curlew and Heathcliff (Nidderdale National Landscape); JH asked for volunteers to help at the event. Curlew Choir at 1pm. 
· 11-12 June Malhamdale Curlew Project event: Ryan Burrell (Curlew Recovery Partnership), Flo Blackbourne (Curlew Action) and Neil Heseltine will give talks in Kirkby Malham Parish Hall on Thursday 11 June at 7pm. Sign up through Cath Crisp to attend. 
· Malham Show thanked for support for Acoustic Monitoring equipment 
· Newfield Hall has expressed interest in supporting Malhamdale Curlew Project (MCP). 
· Curlew Way: provisional route to be circulated and YDNPA to be approached (NT supporting this). 
· No funds yet raised for Ecologist; JR offered help with fundraising for this. £4K needed. 
· Volunteer has agreed to support on IT and analysis of data. 

	MEG Annual Review 25-26 for KMPC
	· KMPC have requested a short Annual Review from MEG for AGM on 11 May, 7pm. JS / PC working on this.
· KMPC has added missing MEG minutes to its website. Other parts of website (general text and photos) are being updated. 

	Articles for Parish Magazine: June 2026 and beyond

	· June 2026: JS to write article on NT Board Walk Nature Trail 
· July 2026: DH to report on NY Climate Coalition event in Friargate Quaker Meeting House, York on 11th July 2026
· September 2026: PMc to write article on Eyes on the Bog: update on progress and reasons MEG volunteers get involved.
Future issues (including from previous minutes):
· Ancient woodland indicator flowers in Malhamdale – plan for Spring 2027
· Article on recycling points (including blister packs collection in Malham and Airton) for assorted items that cannot be put into blue, green or brown bins.
· Retrofitting houses in the Dales.
· Challenges of using plastic tubes for tree planting.
· Action: All articles to be submitted via JS please, to ensure coordination.

	2026 MEG (and other) events and meetings (on Thursdays at 7.30pm) unless otherwise stated. 
	· 11 July: NY Climate Coalition / Green energy event in Friargate Quaker Meeting House, York. More details to follow (DH).
· 10 September: Visit to Broughton Hall to see re-wilding and beaver reintroduction, 10.30 - 12.30 (16-18 people), followed by a meeting in the evening. Details to follow. 
· 22 October: Plans for 2027 
· 26 November: Christmas drinks and MEG Review of the Year, Malham Village Hall 
Other suggestions: 
· Eyes on the Skies talk (Friends of the Dales). 
· Walk to show best ways to remove Himalayan Balsam (PMc).
· Talk on discussion and recycling in rural N Yorkshire: Michelle Whitfield, new Recycling Officer in NYC. 

	Date of next meeting 

	· 4 June: Malham Tarn Estate: Summer flower guided walk on National Trust Board Walk Nature trail. (Meet at 5pm for walk on Nature Trail; refreshments at 7pm; meeting in Orchid House at 7.30 pm, including update on “Heart of the Dales”). 
For other meetings see above.

	AOB 
	· Himalayan Balsam removal: we need to keep a look out for it between Hanlith and Airton and remove. PMc will post message on MEG chat to organise clearance session. 
· PMc also pointed to dangers of Rhododendron – a landowner is removing in Kirkby Malham.  
· St Stephen’s Church Hall, Skipton, 6 May, showing of Peoples Emergency Briefing film, highlighting dangers of nature and climate emergency. 
· Skipton Ecology event, 30 May 2026, MEG encouraged to attend. 
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